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WERE  I  to  indulge  my  fancy  con¬ 
cerning  the  perfons ,  who  may  pro¬ 
bably  meet  in  an  enfuing  great  affembly  y 
and  the  reafonings  that  may  then  be  ulcd,  in 
cafe  a  certain  queflion  is  darted  :  I  fhould 
fpeculate  to  this  effedt. 

I  would  fuppofe,  that  the  perfonsy  there 
to  be  convened,  may  be  diftinguifhed  into 
four  forts  ;  viz.  the  goody  the  bad ,  the 
ins,  and  the  outs.  By  the  good  I  would 
mean  thofe  who  are  defirous  to  ferve  their 
country  ;  and  are  blefled  with  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  of  knowledge9  and  integrity ,  that  they 
caiiy  and  dare  do  it.  And  of  this  fort  1  am 
apt  to  think  there  will  be  more  than  either 
3  fple- 
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lplenetic  perfons,  or  politicians  ufually,  arc 
willing  to  allow.  I  think  I  could  produce  the 
teftimony  of  three  fourths  of  the  kingdom, 
that  there  will  certainly  be  three  fuch ;  and 
perhaps,  a  round  dozen:  and  it  will  be 
granted  me,  that  no  name  is  too  great,  for 
the  epithet  of  good.  Nay,  I  am  perfuaded 
there  will  be  many  whom,  to  our  lols,  we 
don’t  know :  who,  like  virgin  ore,  are  fter- 
Jing  in  the  mine  j  and  want  only  day-light, 
to  be  refplendent. 

Of  the  fecond  fort,  viz.  the  had,  it  will 
be  granted  me,  that  if  there  be  one,  there 
will  be  too  many :  and  how  few  foever,  if 
there  be  any,  they  will  be  formidable ;  from 
the  known  a&ivity  of  their  principle.  Such 
are  the  children  of  this  world,  who  are 
wifer  in  their  generation  than  the  children 
of  light !  If  it  were  poffible  for  an  emijfary 
of  France  to  deal  into  fo  auguft  an  affembly, 

I  fhould  not  fcruple  to  rank  him  in  this 
fecond  clafs ;  for  he  is  not  an  open  enemy. 
And  a  fortiori,  if  any  native  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms,  which  God  forbid !  fhould  be  capable 
©fading  defignedly  in  that  capacity,  I  would 
give  him  a  difiinguijhed place  alfo.  Nay  I 
fhould  be  apt  to  call  him  a  bad  man,  who 
is  blinded  by  any  private  intereft  :  or  who, 
even  for  want  of  due  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  queftion  before  him,  or,  of  temper 
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in  managing  it,  (hould  give  advantage  to  the 
enemies  of  his  country. 

But,  (to  quit  an  unpleafant  fubjedt,)  the 
third  clafs,  viz.  the  ins,  may  include  a 
Miniftry,  with  all  fuch  as  are  attached  to 
them,  merely  becaufe  they  are  in  place,  and 
power.  Thefe  are  a  fort  of  deities  of  whom 
I  have  no  knowledge  !  I  am  convinced  I  am 
not  intituled  to  blame  the  prefent,  as  a  body, 
for  overt  adfs.  And,  perhaps,  their  future 
praife,  or  difpraife;  their  inrollment  into 
the  firft:  or  fecond  of  the  foregoing  lifts,  will 
depend  upon  their  behaviour  on  a  certain 
occafion.  I  have  a  pleafure  in  thinking  they* 
will  rife  to  the  firft,  the  clafs  of  the  great  and 
good:  but  it  requires  little  conjuration  to 
fay,  that  they  will  be  abhorred  by  pofterity, 
if  they  fhould  enroll  in  the  fecond.  In  ge¬ 
neral,  the  cafe  of  Minifters  is  to  be  lamented  ; 
that  men  will  needs  fuppofe  them  all  to 
have  a  leffon,  which  they  muft  pradfife, 
though  it  be  not  always  for  the  public  good. 
May  the  prefent  Miniftry,  and  may  all  fu¬ 
ture  Minifters  fhow,  that  this  is  a  mere 
Hander ! 

The  fourth  clafs  that  I  diftinguifhed,  was 
the  outs ;  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  very 
numerous;  and  I  fhould  think,  that  every 
perfon  in  it  may  be  confidered  not  merely  as 
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a  candidate  for  the  third  clafs ;  but  alfo,  for 
either  the  jirft ,  or  the  fecond .  Sure  I  am, 
that  the  preceding  three  clafles  will  com¬ 
prehend  them  all. 

It  is  the  goodnefs  of  providence  which 
has  not  pleafed  to  intruft  man  with  the  di- 
ftinguiftting  fpear  of  IthurieL  For  we  can 
fuppofe  it  would  be  an  infinite  pain  to  know 
the  black  hearts,  and  like-complexioned 
deeds  of  thofe  about  us !  The  fad  effedts  of 
inattention,  appetite,  habit,  and  a  falfely 
fuppofed  neceffity,  are  better  hid  behind  the 
veil ;  ’till  a  new  principle  takes  place  in  the 
man,  and  brings  him  back  to  bounds  ex¬ 
ceeded  !  And  perhaps  therf  are  few  men, 
even  of  ordinary  underftandings,  but  find 
pain  enough  in  feeing  and  hearing  the  evil 
that  comes  unfought  for  before  them.  Our 
fenfes  and  our  reafon  are  keen  enough  for 
every  ufeful  purpofe.  And  as  the  fuppofed 
queftion,  concerning  the  Colonies,  is  perhaps 
the  weightieft  that  was  ever  debated  in  any 
aflembly  fines  empire  began  :  let  us  exer- 
cife  thofe  weapons,  in  reducing  any  adtors  in 
fuch  a  debate,  to  their  refpedtive  primary 
clafles. 

It  fliould  feem,  that  the  fuppofed  queftion 
of  t — x — g  the  Colonies  may  be  debated 
either  upon  the  general  'principles  of  govern¬ 
ment 
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merit  \  or,  from  particular  refemblancesT  and 
analogy . 

With  regard  to  the  firft,  we  have  reafon 
to  approve  that  mode  of  argumentation,  fo 
long  as  we  fuppofe  the  age  regardful  of 
civil ,  as  well  as  moral  principles  \  and  every 
man  actuated  with,  and  acting  by  them. 

• - For  fuch  men  are  po  fie  fled  of  the  rule 

and  ftandard,  to  which  the  fuppofed,  or 
real,  merit  of  the  queftion  will  quickly  be 
brought;  and  foon  determined.  Such  will 
be  above  the  fcruple  of  form  ;  and  will  not, 
from  the  lower  analogy  of  the  common  law, 
ftand  inquiring  whether  a  petition  can  be 
received,  (which,  well  wire-drawn,  may 
be  made  to  imply  an  exception  to  the  jurii- 
didtion  of  the  court)  fo  long  as  there  remains 
one  grievance  unredrejjed.  For  the  man 
whom  I  would  call  good,  well  knows,  tnat 
it  is  every  Engljhman's  right  to  petition  ror 
redrefs  of  grievances,  whether  real  or  ima¬ 
ginary  :  And  that  there  are  but  two  courts  in 
this  K—gd—m  to  petition;  viz.  the  rcalc ourt 
of  the  Nation,  and  the  perjonal  court  o f 
Parliament;  and  that  this  latter  is  a  delegated 
court ,  which,  as  it  is  appointed  fliortly  to 
meet ;  fo  alfo,  in  no  long  lpace  of  time  now, 
it  will  undergo  a  diflolution.  I  am  perfectly 
clear,  as  I  hinted  before,  that  no  French¬ 
man,  whether  of  birth  or  principle ,  can  adt 

B  in 


•  v  ■  M  hV 


(  I0  ) 

in  lach  a  debate.  But  if  it  were  poffible, 
be  would  certainly  aB  confidently  in  reject¬ 
ing  the  matter  with  a  high  hand.  He  mull 
infift,  that  no  petition  againft  the  ftamps 
is  admiffible :  and  infmuate  that  the  colo¬ 
nies  are  the  lcum  of  the  earth  ;  a  fet  of  mu¬ 
tinous  wretches ;  the  fons  of  their  fathers  ! 
Nay,  he  would  ufe  every  argument,  but  the 
very  words,  to  produce  an  appeal  to  the 
commonwealth ,  or  real  court  of  the  nation  : 
for  the  intent  of  his  mi f ion  muff:  be  to  fet 
the  commonwealth  by  the  ears ;  and  then  to 
employ  the  preparations  that  perhaps  are 
making,  to  invade  you. 

I  fuppofe  there  are  good  hopes  that  no 
minifter  in  place,  or  power  y  will  think  him- 
felf  obliged  to  adopt  the  reafonings  of  the 
enemies  of  his  country,  in  order  to  puzzle 
the  cauie ;  or  throw  dirt  at  any  that  may 
be  out  of  place :  and  of  this  latter  denomina¬ 
tion,  the  beft  will  be  glad  to  hear  the  calm 
and  deliberate  fentiments  of  their  country; 
and  not  be  affeCted  if  a  meafure,  that  was 
once  held  to  be  right,  lhould  upon  re-exa- 
mination  be  found  to  be  not  expedient.  For 
all  good  men  will  fupport  them  in  this 
propofition  ;  that  the  colonies  ought  to  con¬ 
tribute  in  a  rational  way ,  to  the  fupport  of 
government :  and  finely  it  is  not  a  capital 
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affair,  to  differ,  or  even  to  be  miftaken,  in 
fketching  out  the  mode  of  it. 

But  it  is  time  to  come  to  the  fecond  to¬ 
pic,  upon  which  the  fuppofed  quedion  may 
be  debated :  viz.  that  of fimilitude ,  or  ana¬ 
logy.  And  this  may  be  either  foreign,  or 
domejlic ;  and  each  of  thefe  will  be  both 
antient,  and  modern. 

'  I  fhould  conceive,  that  the  example  of 
foreign  countries,  whether  antient  or  modern, 
can  be  nothing  to  the  purpofe ;  unlefs  it  were 
poffible  to  bring  them  from  governments 
like  our  own.  The  ftates  of  Greece,  and  of 
Rome,  feem  to  have  been  the  only  dates  of 
antiquity  in  whichtherewas  any  talk  of  liberty ; 
but  this  liberty  was  explained  to  be  only  in 
a  rieling  party ;  which  was  called  People,  or 
Betters,  or  Monarch; ,  according  to  the  fpecies 
of  government :  and  though  there  are  in¬ 
dances  alfo  of  mix'd  monarchies,  amongd  the 
ancients ;  yet  I  will  be  bold  to  lay,  tnat 
neither  thefe,  nor  any  of  the  former,  pro¬ 
ceeded  upon  principles  of  univerfal  liberty. 
As  a  proof  of  this,  they  all  had  their  Jlaves 
and  vafj'als ,  and  what  elle  they  pleafed ;  who 
were  not  differed  to  wear  even  the  name  of 
Citizens,  or  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the 
commonwealth.  And  this  is  clear  from 
Arijlotle,  the  founded  politician  of  antiquity  : 
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and  abundantly  clear  from  the  Roman 
authors.  Jiiflinian,  tyrant  as  he  was,  feems 
to  have  given  the  firft  blow  to  flavery,  by 
reducing  the  various  fubordinations  of  men 
made  free,  (who  were  gradations  of  vaffals) 
to  one  only.  But  he  was  far  from  complet¬ 
ing  the  ftroke  :  witnefs  the  later  governments 
of  Europe ,  founded  principally  upon  his  plan  ; 
and  governed,  in  a  manner,  by  his  laws. 

I  fuppofe,  therefore,  that  all  good  men 
will  enter  a  proief  againft  fuch  analogy,  or 
examples  :  efpecially  when  they  confider, 
that  the  Coloni,  with  the  Romans ,  were  ori¬ 
ginally  farmers,  or  hufbandmen,  vyho  tilled 
the  ground  ;  and  even  in  Italy  were  not 
ufually  full  members  of  the  commonwealth . 
And  therefore  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  Colo¬ 
nic,  which  were  alfo  tillers  of  ground,  and 
often  conquered  enemies,  who  by  a  found 
policy  were  made  to  migrate  in  bodies  to 
other  places,  were  not  kill  late,  and  byway  of 
extraordinary  favour,  endowed  with  the  rights 
of  Roman  citizens ;  and  that,  never  entirely . 
But  left  I  fcould  feem  to  affirm  vaguely,  and 
upon  fancy;  I  will  fubjoin  a  brief  luminary 
of  their  nature,  differences,  and  rights,  as 
I  find  them  coliedled  by  Struvius . 

Colonies  ex  civitate  Romana  quad 
propagate  funt,  et  jura  inftitutaque  omnia 
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populi  Romani,  non  Jut  arbitrii ,  habent. 
R omnium  ill  as  audtorem  produnt,  qui  in 
agrum  hoftium  devidiorum  colonos  mittere 
inftituit.  Sequent!  tempore  coloniis  de- 
ducendis  conftituti  triumviri,  &  quatuorviri, 
iiaemque  comitiis  tributis  defignati :  & 

quidem  in  certos  annos  eorum  potefias  fuit 
definita.  Quod  fi  igitur  nova  colonia  de- 
ducenda,numerus  colonorum  definiebatur,  & 
jufli  nomina  dare  qui  agros  accipere  vellent. 
Exinde  orta  lex  agraria,  quag  Spurio  Caffio 
confule  A.  U.  C.  268  promulgata,  nunquam 
deinde  fine  maximis  motibus  fuit  agitata. 
Colonia  per  duumviros,  fub  vexillo,  ex 
urbe  ducebatur ;  qui  &  aratro  urbem, 
agrumque,  circumfcribebant.  Singulis  co- 
lonis  certa  jugera  affignabantur.  Ipfis  trium- 
viris  copia  apparitores,  cum  reliquo  apparatu 
affignabantur.  Dijiinguebantur  autem  colo- 
nias,  ut  alias  effent  Lat  n<e>  alias  avium 
Romanorum .  Ilia ejus  tantum  Latii  habebant ; 
ideoque  cives  Romani ,  fi  in  colonias  Latinas 
adfcripti,  jus  civitatis  amittebant .  lice 
autem  jura  quidem  civium  Romanorum  habe¬ 
bant,  led  privata  tantum  \  nec  ccnfus ,  ncc 
fuffragii  jura.  Belli  tempore  milites,  ex 
formula,  dare  tencbantur:  ordinabantur 
autem  eorum  turn  facra,  turn  civilia,  per 
curatores  agrarios,  qui  ill  is  decuriones,  au- 
gures,  &  pontifices  conftitucbant.  Ccnfus 
qucque  per  juratos  ccnfores ,  ex  formula,  in 
coloniis  agebatur.  Senatum  in  coloniis  con- 
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ftituebant  decuriones.  Ex  horum  ordine 
fumebantur  magiftratus,  quales  erant  decem¬ 
viri,  vel  quatuorviri,  vel  feviri,  qui  alternis  vici- 
bus  regebant;  &  juri  dicundo  praeerant.  Prae- 
tores  etiam  aediles,  &  quaeftores  magiftratus 
eorundem  erant  proprii,  Legibus  utebantur 
Romanorum  ;  licet  &  fuo  jure  peculiari  ufae, 
a  triumviris  lato.  Habebant  iftae  quoque 
ex  illuftribus  Romanis  fuos  Patronos ,  ex  infti- 
tuto  Romuli,  qui  caufam  illorum  in  fenatu 
agerent, 

(Struvii  Hiftor.  jur.  p.  129,  130,  ubi  plur.) 

And  now  at  length  we  are  come  to  our  own 
country ;  the  government  of  which,  being 
almoft  the  only  government  in  the  known 
world  founded  upon  the  principles  of  univer- 
fal  liberty  ;  and  wherein  flavery,  and  even 
vaffalage,  at  length,  is  abolifhed  by  law:  re - 
femblances ,  if  any  can  be  found,  would  be 
moil  appofite ;  andconfequently,  the  argument 
from  analogy  mod ftrong . 

It  is  very  clear  to  me,  that  as  our  colonies 
are  not  the  colonies  of  antiquity :  fo  neither  are 
they  the  colonies  of  any  modern  nation , 
our  own  excepted .  And  were  I  of  the 
Britifh  colonies,  I  (hould  be  vaftly  inclined 
to  drop  even  the  name  of  colonift;  and  to 
ftyle  myfelf  an  Englijhman ,  or  Briton,  of 
North  America.  They  are  our  own  fleih 


(  i5  ) 

and  blood ;  and  if  one  may  judge  either  from 
their  underjlanding ,  their  courage ,  or  their 
generofity ,  fome  of  the  bed  amongft  us.  I 
luppofe  I  don’t  exceed  when  I  date  the 
number  of  them,  exclulive  of  the  late  con¬ 
quered  provinces,  at  two  millions  of  fouls, 
which  are  perhaps  a  fourth  part  more  than 
Scotland,  and  equal  in  number  to  Ireland  ; 
and  near  a  third  part  of  the  whole  number 
of  fouls  in  England.  I  don’t  pretend  to  be 
correft  in  thefe  numbers :  but  fure  I  am,  I 
don’t  exceed  :  and  I  may  be  allowed  to  add  to 
this  fum,  the  people  of  the  new  acquired 
countries;  and  to  remark  in  general,  that  the 
tract  of  land  to  which  they  feem  to  be  in- 
titled,  is  more  than  equal  to  two  thirds  of  all 
Europe,  put  together ;  and  may  one  day 
conditute  the  greated  empire  in  the  world  ; 
when  we  of  this  ifland  (hall  be  funk  into 
ignorance,  davery,  and  barbarity,  after  our 
elders  and  our  betters,  the  Alfyrians,  Per- 
dans,  Greeks,  and  Romans.  The  idea  of 
fuch  an  empire,  though  it  were  advanced 
no  farther  than  an  embryo,  furely  deferves  to 
have  fome  refpedt  fhewn  to  it ;  and  even  to 
have  a  ground  of  lading  friendship  laid  be¬ 
tween  us  :  and  I  fuppole  we  (hall  not  do  it 
too  great  a  favour;  if  we  confider  it  at  pre- 
fent,  upon  the  footing  of  the  neighbouring 
kingdoms  of  Ireland,  and  of  Scotland;  and 
from  thence  draw  our  analogy. 

In 
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In  fpeaking  of  Ireland,  it  may  be  well  to 
ufe  words  that  are  of  more  authority  than 
our  own.  A  learned  commentator  'upon 
the  Englifh  law,  fays,  that  “  Ireland  is 
flill  a  dijlinSl  kingdom ;  though  a  depen¬ 
dent,  fubordinate  kingdom - that  in  gene¬ 
ral,  it  agrees  with  England  in  it’s  laws _ _ 

that  the  inhabitants  are  for  the  mod  part 
defc ended  from  the  Englifh ,  who  planted  it 
as  a  hnd  of  colony ,  after  the  conquejl  of  it  by 
Hen.  II.  at  which  time  they  carried  over 
the  Englifh  laws  along  with  them. — And  as 
Ireland  thus  conquered.,  planted,  and governed, 
ftill  continues  in  a  ft  ate  of  dependence 3  it  muft 
neceflarily  conform  to,  and  be  obliged  by 
fuch  laws  as  the  fuperiorftate  thinks  proper  to 
prefcribeA  At  the  fame  time,  cc  Ireland  hath 
a  parliament  of  its  own,  and  makes  and 
alters  laws  3  and  our  Jlatutes  do  not  bind  themy 
becaufe  they  do  not  fend  reprefentatives  to  our 
parliament .  But  their  perfons  are  the  kings 
fubjeSls ,  like  the  inhabitants  of  Calais ,  Gaft 
coigny ,  and  Guienne ,  whilft  they  continued 

under  the  king’s  fubjedtion. - It  is  true 

Poyning’s  law  (10.  H.  7.)  enads,  that  all 
ads  of  parliament  before  made  in  England, 
fhould  be  of  force  within  the  realm  of  Ire¬ 
land.  But  it  follows,  that  no  ads  of  the 
Englifh  parliament  made  fince  10,  H.  7.  do 
now  bind  the  people  of  Ireland  3  unlefs  fpe- 
ciailv  named,  or  included  under  general 

words : 


(  1 7  ) 

words  :  and  on  the  other  hand  it  is  equally 
clear,  that  where  Ireland  is  particularly 
named,  or  is  included  under  general  words, 
they  are  bound  by  fuch  adts  of  parliament/’ 
The  declaration  of  6  Geo.  c.  5.  is  exprefs, 

“  That  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ought  to  be 
fubordinate  unto,  and  dependent  upon  the 
imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain ,  as  being  in- 
feparably  united  thereto:  and  that  the  King’s 
Majefty,  with  the  confent  cf  the  lords  and 
commons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament, 
hath  power  to  make  laws  to  bind  the  people 
of  Ireland/’ 

This  in  general :  as  to  the  particular 
branch  of  raifing  money  among  the  Irijh,  I 
need  not  fay  what  is  the  practice  ;  and  I 
iuppofe  the  Britifh  colonies  would  not  ob- 
]edt  greatly  to  it.  They  would  furely  be 
content,  and  it  is  likely  they  will  expedt, 
that  their  ajjemblies ,  (which  feem  to  be  par¬ 
liaments  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,)  fhould 
be  allowed  to  tread  after  the  Irifh  parlia- 
liament,  in  this  effential  adt  of  freewill  -y 
as  well  as  in  certain  fteps  of  legiflation.  Our 
American  children,  being  now  grown  to  a 
flate  of  adolefcence  *,  are  grown  to  a  will  of 
their  own :  and,  when  they  become  men,  - 
it  is  probable  they  will  exert  it.  In  the 
mean  time,  if  we  are  wife  parents,  we  fhall 
endeavour  to  diredt  their  will  to  our  mutual 

C  intereft. 
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interefh — But  enough  of  Ireland  ;  and  per* 
haps  too  much  of  the  law  concerning  her? 
unlefs  it  were  more  confident  with  itfelf: 
and  to  fave  time,  I  will  fuppofe  it  is  in  any 
one’s  power,  (that  pleafes)  to  compare  thefe 
outlines,  with  what  the  fame  author  fays  of 
the  American  colonies .  (Vide  Blackftone’s 
Comment,  p.  ioa,  105.  join  p*  93 — 102.) 
for  I  muli  ha ften  to  pay  my  compliments 
to  the  twin  filter  of  Ireland,  the 
Scotland. 


I  hope  the  antient  kingdom  of  Scotland 
will  not  be  offended  with  an  admirer  of 
her  virtues,  who  is  about  to  compare  her 
with5  the  modern  kingdom  of  North 
America.  The  former  may  be  likened  to 
a  virgin  at  her  full  age ,  who  being  poiTefled 
of  a  fair  inheritance,  actuated  by  reafon, 
and  defirous  of  peace,  fecurity,  and  a  happy 
offspring,  hath  wedded  herfelf  to  a  rich 
and -powerful  neighbour  ;  and  confequentiy 
loins  1  his  intereft  with  her  own.  The 
jltreA  ib  a  girl  entering  into  her  teens ,  heirefs 
to  immenfo  poifeffions,  who  will  be  tempted 
to  fia  t  with  the  whole  herd  of  political  fops ; 
and  perhaps,  may  choofe  the  lead  delerving 
for  a  partner  ;  or  die  may  pine  away,  in  a 
fovo -blown  celibacy  :  whereas  her  guar- 
diaiio,  if  they  are  attentive  to  their  duty,  will 

rather 
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rather  think  of  marrying  her  betimes  into  her 

own  family. 

Allegory  apart!  I  beg  leave  to  fubmit 
my  opinion,  whether  the  American  colonies , 
and  the  kingdom  of  Ireland ,  ought  not  to  b 
incorporated  (both  of  them)  with  Great’ 
Britain  without  delay?  and  whether  they 
are  not  intitled  to  as  many  of  the  twenty- 
five  Articles  of  Union,  as  are  fuited  to  their 
refpeftive  circumftances  ?— -Can  we  fuppofe, 
that  our  inveterate  enemies  the  French, 
nay  the  whole  Roman  pale,  are  fo  blind  as 
not  to  fee  where  we  are  vulnerable?  W as 
there  not  a  time  when  they  actually  bargain  d 
for  Ireland  ?  and  have  they  not  often  played 
upon  as  the  notion  of  the  independency  of 
Ireland  ?  What  has  fince  expelled  them 
Scotland,  but  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  ex¬ 
erted  under  a  parliamentary  union ?  and 
what  but  an  equitable  and  pari  amentary 
union ,  can  prevent  North  America  from 
ftruggiing  for  a  rational  independency  ?  and 
may  not,  nay  will  not,  our  enemies  avail 
themfelves  of  any  ftruggle  ;  perhaps,  to  cur 
de ft ruition  ?  Were  I  an  Ame;ican,  1  would 
endeavour  an  union  ;  were  I  an  Irishman,  I 
would  beg  it;  as  I  am  an  Engliflunan,  I  pray 
for  it. 

C  2 


W  Z  V 


—** — B**'c'l*t  ■'*»  ’1!  t  »  -  | 


(  20  ) 

And,  furely,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the 
aftair.  Is  it  not  in  the  power  of  the  crown 
to  eftedt  it?  Has  not  his  Majefty  a  right  to 
the  advice  of  the  whole  community?  and 
is  he  not  able,  jointly  with  his  parliament,  to 
call  to  this,  his  great  council,  additional  repre- 
J'entativeSy  upon  an  equitable  plan ;  who 
may  thenceforward  be,  and  continue,  one 
with  the  whole  ? 

The  fealibility  with  refpedt  to  Ireland, 
has  already  been  proved,  in  times  which 
are  not  without  inftrudtive  examples.  And 
fuppofe,  (which  I  mention  with  entire  fub- 
million,  and  only  to  excite  a  better,  and  more 
rational  fcheme,)  fuppofe,  1  fay,  under  the 
bleffing  of  Providence,  a  limited  number ,  viz. 
thirty  or  forty  refpc  cfable  perfons,from  the  fe- 
veral  provinces  and  capital  towns  of  America, 
and  a  fuitable  number  from  Ireland,  were  now 
called  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  one 
third  of  that  number,  to  be  alfo  limited  by 
parliament ,  were  called  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  :  and  every  one  meet,  as  there  is  no 
doubt  they  would,  upon  an  hone  ft  plan : 
what  Frenchman,  nay  vvhrt  demon,  could 
obftrudt  an  union,  or  blaft  the  profperity  of 
united  empire  ? 

As  the  matter  now  Hands,  are  we  not  a 
iamble  of  difeordant  atoms,  in  a  ft  ate  of 

primeval 
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primeval  chaos,  without  form,  and  void  even 
of  the  firft  principle  of  civil  exiftencey  which 


is  unity  of  commonwealth  ?  But  when  that 
darknefs  which  feems  to  dwell  upon  the  face 
of  cur  deep,  fhall  be  fcattered  by  the  breath 
of  Wifdom ;  will  not  truth  and  order,  and 
the  all  benignant  fun  of  liberty  bur  ft  forth, 
and  adtuate  the  mafs  ?  Are  not  civil  and 
religious  liberty ,  the  fun  of  the  rational 
world,  which  hath  been  eclipfed  by  the 
magicians  of  the  earth,  in  its  progrefs  to  the 
weftern  hemifphere?  and  fhall  we,  who 
have  been  blefled  with  a  genial  ray,  confent 
to  fpread  the  horrid  veil  on  the  face  of  a 
new  world,  planted  by  our  own  children, 
watered  with  our  own  blood,  and  ready 
to  bur  ft  forth  into  a  moft  fragrant  fpring, 
with  all  it’s  hopeful  train  of  bleflings  ? 

% 

What  will  any  family  compadt,  which 
with  the  iron  hand  of  tyranny  grafps  even 
mighty  nations  of  flaves,  avail  againft  a 
national  compadt  of  free  men,  adting  in  the 
form  of  a  mixed  monarchy?  Nay,  were 
we  to  luppofe  France  and  Spain  in  a  ftate 
of  freedom,  (which  may  one  day  be  the 
cafe;)  what  would  they  be, meafured  againft 
the  united  kingdoms  of  the  Britifh  I flands. 
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France  and  Spain?  Is  not  their  fituation 
againft  them  ?  and  do  not  fads  enable  us  to 
fay,  that  with  regard  to  empire,  their  ftar 
is  fetj  to  rife  no  more,  if  virtue  be  not 
wanting  on  our  part  ? 

But  it  is  time  have  done, 

* 

D  I  X  I. 


